
A woman in charge is a force to be reckoned with.

An empowered woman can change the world.  A wide swath of it, or just her corner of it.  But it doesn’t 
happen on its own.  It is in the company of other women that any one of us finds our full potential.  We do 
it together.  But how do we give such a gift to each other and the world around us?

We empower a woman when we give her the confidence to act.  Teachers and mentors can help her 
discover her talents.  They can point her toward opportunities to contribute to the world’s work.  An 
empowered Alpha Gam has sisters who encourage her to try, even if efforts don’t always meet with 
success.  Never believe those who will tell us that only results matter—life does give A’s for effort.  Why?  
Because the true change-maker is a woman fully ready to try— despite tremendous odds, daunting 
obstacles, or even past failures.  Let us empower women to be those true change-makers.

We empower a woman when we help her embrace her influence—wherever it may lie.  We create leaders 
when we give a woman the wisdom and understanding to know that real leadership goes beyond being 
“the person in charge.”  An Alpha Gam can lead from any position by lifting up those around her.  She 
leads when she seeks to cultivate purpose in everyone within her sphere of influence.  Never believe those 
who will tell us that leaders must be famous—life can quietly honor integrity. Why? Because a true woman 
of influence is ready to raise up—either her family, her community, her fraternity, or her company.  Let us 
empower women to be those impactors.

We empower all women when we work together.  Women are uniquely capable of cultivating friendships 
across cultural differences, political affiliations, and professional alliances.  Alpha Gams recognize the 
power of community and sisterhood.  Alpha Gams know that kindness and sincerity can build bridges.  The 
bonds of our sisterhood allow us to draw strength from our differences rather than letting them fuel conflict.  
Never believe those who will tell us that an absolute stand is the only path forward—progress can bloom 
from collaboration. Why?  Because a true leader is a woman ready to roust allies from all corners.  Let us 
empower women to be sisters. 

See the capacity to lead in every Alpha Gam sister.  In fact, seek to see it in every woman around you.  
Those leadership gifts may surprise you.  They may look different than you expect.  They may be just 
emerging or fully developed.  But they are there.  And you become a leader yourself every time you bring 
those gifts out in our sisterhood. So let us empower women to lead the way.

Our Sisters, Our Leaders
by Allie Pleiter, Lambda, 1982
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